The impact of managed care on women's health research: innovation versus renovation.
The success of managed care organizations (MCOs) is correlated to its ability to reduce health care costs. Increasingly, however, MCOs' success in providing quality care has been questioned. Of particular interest to the American Medical Women's Association will be MCOs' impact on women's health research, women's health researchers, and women's health. The authors conclude that MCOs will influence both the type and extent of clinical research performed. MCOs will increase the clinical research focus on prevention and medical effectiveness studies which will have a particular benefit for women. At the same time, MCOs will decrease the traditional focus on clinical trials designed to evaluate medical efficacy. If current trends continue, the ultimate impact of MCOs on women's health research will yield improved processes for providing care without improved technologies for providing cure.